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News Letter
Every human person is in need of conversion, perhaps especially
those tasked with leading nations. When you combine the many
pressures of public life with the need to satisfy voters and
the tendency of power to corrupt, finding holiness in politics
is tremendously difficult.

‘’

But there is great potential for holiness in
the vocation to political life.
Pope Francis has said, “politics, though often denigrated,
remains a lofty vocation and one of the highest forms of
charity, inasmuch as it seeks the common good” (Evangelii
Gaudium 205). Indeed, many saints have been sanctified through
their political work. Through their intercession, may the same
be true of all politicians.
- https://aleteia.org/2020/11/07/saints-who-were-politicians -

LET US PRAY FOR THE CONVERSION OF OUR LEADERS !
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129 Anniversary of the Erection of the
Diocese of Galle
25 August 2022
Let us Thank & Praise GOD for all the blessings
showered upon our Diocese

1893 - 2022

BISHOP’S LETTER
LETTER
BISHOP’S

TOTALLY FOR CHRIST

My dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,
Our Country is once again facing some new
challenges. Sometime we need to question our
direction. We are responsible citizens and we are
brought up and continue to live in a so-called
'DEMOCRACY'. The New President and the whole
new administration must consider the
aspirations/demands of the common Masses. We, as
citizens, on our part must make a decision also to
change. We must abide by the governing laws of the
Country. We need to respect and cooperate with the
Law enforcement authorities. I am really wondering
whether we will have perfect leaders. It should be our
responsibility to lead and guide our leaders of the
Country – even with difficulties, we must keep our
dialogue with them. Let us accept this challenge to
change and help others to do the same. Then we can
surely hope for a “New World' with a “New Vision”.
We as priests/religious have been called and sent
forth. Ours is essentially a spiritual call, a God-given
vocation. Everything takes on a new meaning when we
remind ourselves of the 'call' that we have received. We
are not careerists, we have been called. We have been
chosen. It is not we who have chosen Him, He has
chosen us, and sent us forth. As long as this sense of call
is alive in our hearts, we preserve a 'sense of mission' too
in our hearts. Even the smallest thing we do acquires a
new spiritual quality, orientation and direction.
Nothing is too small or unimportant in the mission. If
we feel really convinced that we were called by God to
work for His Kingdom, we should be taxing every
brain-cell we possess, using every fibre of our muscles,
every bit of energy we have and talent we own, to take
forward His reign. We are called to be witnesses to the
world
.
Rev. Fr. Bede Nihal Silva celebrated his 40th
Ordination Anniversary last month and his mother
celebrated her 102nd Birthday. The Lord is pleased
with them and continues to bless them abundantly. His
Mother is still strong with a clear mind and a profound
spirituality. I was blessed to be with her on her birthday.
As a family let us thank the Lord for them. I trust the
Lord is showering upon them his abundant graces. Let
us pour much love on them.
Rev. Brothers of the diocese of Galle are now in their
major vacation. I have assigned Rev. Fr. Prasad Ruwan,
the Secretary to the Bishop, to accompany them through
the holidays – especially in getting them know the
diocese.
They will be among you to have an
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experience in some of your Parishes/missions. Please
support them and bless them.
The Diocese of Galle, if everything goes well in the
Country, is ready to welcome the pilgrims from all over
the Country to the Annual Feast of the Shrine of Our
Lady of Matara. The Administrator, Very Rev. Fr.
Michael Colin and Fr. Viraj Fonseka, TOR, the
Community of the Sisters of Charity and a small but yet
a Vibrant Community of Catholics are now all ready to
receive the thousands of pilgrims to the Shrine. Even
during very difficult times in the past few years, it was
amazing to see the collaboration of the Non-Catholic
brothers and sisters of goodwill and the State Officers
who have put their heart and soul to bring in the best of
comfort and hospitality to the devotees. Let us thank
God for them all. This unique experience has brought
multiple blessings on all of us, in particular the
testimonies of the Faithful, who have been touched by
their time spent in the Shrine. Once you make your
good judgment on the ground situation in the Country,
please encourage your faithful to be a part of this
wonderful and grace filled celebration. Please don't
forget to bless one another during your pilgrimage to
the Shrine.
I also wish to remind you that in the month of August
and September we have several Feasts in the Diocese.
Beginning from St. Joseph's Feast in Deniyaya, St.
Teresa of Culcutta Church, Thalgaswala, and Our Lady
of Sorrows Church, Hambantota. This is our
wonderful family. I trust you will be invited for them.
Please show your solidarity and love by your presence
and participation. Please uphold them in your
prayers.
May the Lord who has given us various gifts,
responsibilities and competences, and called us to work
together, unite us in heart and mind, so that we may
render a common witness before the world and offer a
more effective service to our fellow human beings.
I commend you to Our Blessed Mother.
+ Raymond Wickramasinghe
Bishop of Galle
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APOSTOLIC LETTER
DESIDERIO DESIDERAVI
APOSTOLIC LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER
TO THE BISHOPS, PRIESTS AND DEACONS,
TO CONSECRATED MEN AND WOMEN
AND TO THE LAY FAITHFUL
ON THE LITURGICAL FORMATION
OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Cont..
5. The world still does not know it, but everyone is invited to the supper of the wedding of the Lamb (Rev 19: 9). To be
admitted to the feast all that is required is the wedding garment of faith which comes from the hearing of his Word (cf.
Rom 10:17). The Church tailors such a garment to fit each one with the whiteness of a garment bathed in the blood of
the Lamb. (Rev 7:14). We must not allow ourselves even a moment of rest, knowing that still not everyone has
received an invitation to this Supper or knowing that others have forgotten it or have got lost along the way in the
twists and turns of human living. This is what I spoke of when I said, "I dream of a 'missionary option', that is, a
missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church's customs, ways of doing things, times
and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelization of today's world rather than
for her self-preservation." (Evangelii gaudium, n. 27). I want this so that all can be seated at the Supper of the
sacrifice of the Lamb and live from Him.
6. Before our response to his invitation — well before! — there is his desire for us. We may not even be aware of it,
but every time we go to Mass, the first reason is that we are drawn there by his desire for us. For our part, the possible
response — which is also the most demanding asceticism — is, as always, that surrender to this love, that letting
ourselves be drawn by him. Indeed, every reception of communion of the Body and Blood of Christ was already
desired by him in the Last Supper.
7. The content of the bread broken is the cross of Jesus, his sacrifice of obedience out of love for the Father. If we had
not had the Last Supper, that is to say, if we had not had the ritual anticipation of his death, we would have never been
able to grasp how the carrying out of his being condemned to death could have been in fact the act of perfect worship,
pleasing to the Father, the only true act of worship, the only true liturgy. Only a few hours after the Supper, the
apostles could have seen in the cross of Jesus, if they could have borne the weight of it, what it meant for Jesus to say,
"body offered," "blood poured out." It is this of which we make memorial in every Eucharist. When the Risen One
returns from the dead to break the bread for the disciples at Emmaus, and for his disciples who had gone back to
fishing for fish and not for people on the Sea of Galilee, that gesture of breaking the bread opens their eyes. It heals
them from the blindness inflicted by the horror of the cross, and it renders them capable of "seeing" the Risen One, of
believing in the Resurrection.
8. If we had somehow arrived in Jerusalem after Pentecost and had felt the desire not only to have information about
Jesus of Nazareth but rather the desire still to be able to meet him, we would have had no other possibility than that of
searching out his disciples so that we could hear his words and see his gestures, more alive than ever. We would have
had no other possibility of a true encounter with him other than that of the community
that celebrates. For this reason the Church has always protected as its most precious treasure the command of the
Lord, "Do this in memory of me."

“

...all can be seated at the Supper of the sacrifice of
the Lamb and live from Him.

Cont..
NEWS LETTER

AUG/SEP 2022

4

NOTICES

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION
FOR THE MONTH OF

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
For the abolition of the death penalty

For Small businesses
We pray for small and medium sized businesses;

We pray that the death penalty,

in the midst of economic and social crisis,

which attacks the dignity of the human person,

may they find ways to continue operating and serving their communities.

may be legally abolished in every country.

A SAINT
speaks
St.Clare
Born:July 16, 1194, Assisi, Italy
Died:August 11, 1253, Assisi, Italy
Patronage:
Eye disease, goldsmiths, laundry, television, bicycle messengers,
good weather, needleworkers, remote viewing, extrasensory perception

Feast - 11th of August
St. Clare - Pray for us!

“

“Love Him totally, who gave Himself totally for your love.”

JOURNEYING TOGETHER

“

There is no need to create another Church,
but to create a different Church,
- Pope Francis -
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Photo Gallery
th

40 Ordination Anniversary
Rev. Fr. Bede De Silva
(Parish Priest of Halpathota)
We Praise God for the gift of life
&
vocation given to him

Ad Multos Annos !
FEAST - The National Shrine of Christ the Healer -Weligama

FEAST - Sacred Heart Church - Aninkanda
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Synod 2022
CODESEP

Fr. P. A. Jesuthasan, OMI - New Father in charge of CODESEP

Home Gardening for People at Plantation Sector

Orientation programme for officers of Estates & government workers

Home Gardening Awareness Programme for LAKRIVI Children - Deniyaya
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Church Feasts
St. Joseph
Church - Deniyaya
s
th

Vespers - Saturday 13 August 2022
at 5.00 pm
th

Festive Mass - Sunday 14 August 2022
at 8.30 am
Our Lady of Madhu Church - Ensalwatta
th

Vespers - Saturday 20 August 2022
at 5.00 pm st
Festive Mass - Sunday 21 August 2022
at 8.30 am
Church of St Theresa of Calcutta - Thalgaswela
rd

Vespers - Saturday 3 September 2022
at 5.00 pm
th
Festive Mass - Sunday 4 September 2022
at 8.30 am
The National Shrine of Our Lady of Matara
th

Vespers - Saturday 10 September 2022
at 5.00 pm
th

Festive Holy Mass - Sunday 11 September 2022
at 8.00 am
Church of Our Lady of Sorrow - Hambantota
th

Vespers - Saturday 24 September 2022
at 5.00 pm
th
Festive Mass - Sunday 25 September 2022
at 8.30 am
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NOTICES

The First Government Teaching Appointment in the Diocese
Prayerful Best Wishes
to
Fr. Sebastian Nagaraja
on
his Teaching Appointment
at
St. Matthew’s (Bilingual) College
Deniyaya

Golden Jubilee of Religious Life

Rev. Sr. Anne Muriel, AC
May GOD’s Goodness & Grace be with
you all the days of your religious life.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Annual Feast - The National Shrine of Our Lady of Matara

th

4 September @ 4.30.pm
- Hoisting of the Flagstaff
5 - 8 September @ 4.30.pm - Rosary & Novena
9 September @ 5.00.pm
- Holy Hour & Benediction
10 September @ 5.00.pm - Vespers
11 September @ 8.00.am
- Festive Holy Mass &
Procession with the Miraculous Statue of Our Lady Of Matara
th

th

th

th

th

Vespers & Festive Holy Mass : Live streaming on Galle Diocese
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DATES TO BE REMEMBERED

August :-

Rev. Fr. S. Jesuthasan CMF
08th August

Rev. Sr. Ivanna HA (Deniyaya Community)
09th August

Rev. Fr. Prasad Ruwan
19th August

Rev. Sr. Mary Joseph of Jesus OCD (Carmel Community)
17th August
Rev. Sr. Premila Gamage SCJM (Galle Community)
19th August

Rev. Fr. Lasantha Fonseka
th
26 August

Rev. Sr. Mihiri Perera SCJM (Galle Community)
nd
22 August

Rev. Sr. Teresa of Jesus OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
th
4 August

Rev. Sr. Mary of Jesus of Cross OCD (Carmel
th
Community) 26 August

BIRTHDAYS
Rev. Fr. Marcus Codipilly SSS
th
29 September

Rev. Fr. Bede Nihal de Silva
16th September

September :-

August :-

Rev. Fr. Robin Fdo SDB
12th September

Rev. Fr. Chaminda Fernando SSS
th
11 September

FEAST DAYS

Rev. Sr. Mary Emmanuel OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
9th September

Rev. Sr. Kanthini HA (Elpit iya Community)
th
(10 August)

FEAST DAYS

September :August :ORDINATION
ANNIVERSARY

September :-

August :-

Rev. Sr. Mary of Jesus of the Cross OCD
Carmel Community,Kalegana
12th September
Rev. Fr. Michael Rajendram
04th of Augus

Rev. Fr. Charles Hewawasam
06th of August

Rev. Fr. Lalith Fernando
th
06 of August

Rev. Fr. Hermon Fernando
th
13 of August

Rev. Fr. Camillus Cooray
04th September

Rev. Fr. Lambert Theodore
08th September

Rev. Fr. Indika Anthony
04th September

Rev. Fr. Nihal Nanayakkara
15th September

Rev. Fr. Benedict Silva
th
06 of August

Rev. Fr. Nives Rodrigo
th
13 of Aug

Rev. Fr. Joseph de Silva
06th of August

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Fernando
th
25 of August

Rev. Fr. Harold Marasinghe
01st September

Rev. Fr. James Wijethunge
06th September

Rev. Fr. Shelton Fernando
th
19 of August
DEAR DEPARTED

DEAR DEPARTED

September :-
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Rev. Fr. Terrance Liyanage
10th September

Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Van Reeth, SJ
The first Bishop of Galle
th
(11 September 1923)
10

NEWS

Bishop meets

His Eminence Cardinal Kessel
Brussels - Blegium

Bishop meets

His Lordship Johan Bonny
Diocese of Antwerp - Belgium

Bishop meets

His Lordship Johannes Hendriks
Diocese of Haarlem - Amsterdam

Blessing of the New Mission House
Church of our Lady of Madu - Ensalwatta

Prayerful blessings to Cleratian fathers and the Faithful at Ensalwatta
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th

11 Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination
st

31 August
Priestly Ordination Anniversary
th
05 August

Birthday & Patronal Feast
st
31 August

of our Shepherd

Rt. Rev. Dr. Raymond Wickramasinghe
The Bishop Galle

AD MULTOS ANNOS
MAY THE LORD BE WITH YOU ALWAYS !

- Priests, Religious and Lay faithful of the Diocese of Galle -
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