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LET US pray for our Mother land

BISHOP’S LETTER
LETTER
BISHOP’S

TOTALLY FOR CHRIST

My dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,
Months of June/July is full of Sacred Celebrations:
Pentecost (5th), Corpus Christi (19th), Sacred Heart (24th),
Immaculate Heart (25th) Pope's Day (26th), Sts. Peter and
Paul (29th), Annual Feast of the National Shrine of Christ the
H e a l e r, We l i ga m a ( 1 0 t h J u l y ) a n d I n d i ge n o u s
Clergy/Religious Sunday (24).
As a nation, as people are on the streets demanding
various things, it is good to ask ourselves as priests and
religious, as Christians, as to our role during this time. His
Holiness Pope Francis in his message for the 59th World Day
of Prayer for Vocations begins by saying, 'At the time when
the cold winds of war and oppression are blowing and when
we frequently encounter signs of polarization, we as a
Church have undertaken a Synodal Process: we sense the
urgent need to journey together, cultivating the spirit of
listening, participation and sharing. Together with all men
and women of good will, we want to help build the human
family, heal its wounds and guide it to a better future.'
It is true that we need a system change, but not
hatred. At Pentecost when Peter challenged the Jewish
leaders, he did not condemn them, but invited them to
conversion. Jesus died for both saints and sinners – a reality
we reflect on Corpus Christi. Sacred Heart of Jesus and
Immaculate Heart of Mary are symbols of unconditional
love. We need to sow seed of divine love, while fighting for
justice. We need to bear witness to the Gospel that is Good
News to all.
Let us show our love and commitment to the Pope,
especially at a time he needs our prayer as he suffers from
some serious physical ailments. Let us pray for all the
Church leaders, in particular, the Bishops, when we
celebrate the Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul. Let us pray
th
for all our Priests in particular on 24 July, when we
celebrate the Indigenous Clergy Day.
Above all, at this juncture what is important is
prayer. We know only prayer can move mountains. I am
glad that we have just concluded the Diocesan Phase of the
Synodal Process and the documents will now be forwarded
to the Bishops' Conference of Sri Lanka. I wish to appreciate
our diocesan coordinator Rev. Fr. Michael Rajendram, who
with an able team worked tirelessly in finalizing the
consultation process and checked on all the minor details.
This was definitely a tedious task that needed the full
attention and commitment. Let us thank God for our Team
and now, as suggested by our Priests, let us take the
suggestions for our own reflection and bring in some change
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that has come as inspiration from the voice of the people.
Let us be aware and concerned about the serious
economic difficulties faced by our people and therefore
avoid all sorts of extravaganza at any given event. Let us not
burden our flock with different financial requests other than
to what the faithful have committed themselves, which
comes from their heart. I know some of you are truly taking
a lot of initiatives to find help to the needy. God bless all
your donors and benefactors – the people of goodwill.
Finally, we all have given our lives to the Lord and for the
people, and let it be always, especially during these days of
turbulent experience.
I am grateful to the Governor of the Southern
Province, Hon. Willie Gamage, for his blessings to get a
government teaching appointment to Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Nagaraja. This is the first Government Teaching
appointment received by a Galle Diocesan Priest in the
history of the Diocese of Galle. Fr. Sebastian was fortunate
to receive St. Mathews National School in Deniyaya, which is
in the same premises of the Church, where he is the Parish
Priest. Let us wish them well and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit in all their future undertakings.
Let us also pray for Rev. Fr. P. A. Jesuthasan, OMI, the
newly appointed Father in Charge of CODESEP, who will
commit himself for the betterment of the plantation
community. Apart from his being the Parish Priest of the
Sacred Heart Church, Aningkande, he will have to find the
time to balance the two serious responsibilities entrusted to
him by the Diocese of Galle.
Due to unavoidable circumstances, I had to make
some transfers in the diocese. I am grateful to
Very Rev.Fr. Bede Silva for his generosity of service and
willing obedience to accept the Parish of Halpathota. I am
also grateful to the Salesian Fathers for the quick response
to my appeal to lookafter Balapitiya Parish till March 2024.
I humbly ask your blessings for my missions as I am
also entrusted with more responsibilities in the Asian
Church in the field of Social Communications. Please pray
that I may do justice to all of you in accompanying you in
your aspirations for a new world.
God bless you!

+ Raymond Wickramasinghe
Bishop of Galle
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CARITAS SED GALLE

Distribution of Rice Packs for Inter-religious Leaders and Members of
Inter-religious Forum under Religious Amity Project of Caritas Sri Lanka
Caritas SED Galle implement a Project called “
Promoting a Common Vision for Tolerance and
Harmony among all Religions in Sri Lanka –
Religious Amity ”. Its main goal is “religious
harmony prevails at village and diocesan level
through understanding and accepting “Unity in
diversity” among all different religious faith
communities”. This Project is funded by Caritas
Norway. Caritas SED Galle as the implementing
partner have established a number of interreligious forums at village level consisting of
Catholics, Buddhists, Muslims, Tamils under the
leadership of religious leaders. These religious
leaders and forum members educate the
community on the importance of religious
tolerance, human dignity and religious harmony
through meetings and awareness sessions and
also use social and print media for this purpose.
The economic crisis has engulfed the country with
increased inflation. Prices of essential items such
as rice, milk powder, sugar, dhal, wheat flour, and
LP gas continue to increase on a daily basis. They
have to wait for hours in lengthy queues for gas,
petrol and diesel. The essential items have shot
up in prices by 200/500 percent compared to
previous prices. The suffering of the public is
immense. They have to wait for hours in lengthy
queues for gas, petrol and diesel together with
constant power cut issues.

the religious leaders and inter-religious forum
members who take an active part in making the
other communities aware of the importance of
religious harmony, mutual respect and acceptance
of all religions.
These rice packs were distributed among religious
leaders and inter-religious forum members at
Nawinna, Thalapitiya, Makuluwa, Ethiligoda,
Dewata, Kaluwella and Deniyaya locations where
inter-religious forums have been established
under the Religious Amity Project and function
successfully.
Rev Fr Lasantha Fonseka (Director of Caritas SED
Galle), Ven. Kehelulle Sumeda Thero, Ven Moulavi
M.M.Askar, other religious leaders and Caritas
SED Galle staff participated at the time of
distribution of these rice packs.
Director - Caritas SED Galle

The religious amity and harmony are felt very
important in the present crisis situation in the
country. According to the Sri Lankan constitution,
every person is “entitled to freedom of thought,
conscience, and religion,” including the freedom to
choose a religion.
Many Sri Lankans were
expressing solidarity through protests in
unprecedented ways. The protesters and activists
are appealing for solidarity as a nation, proclaiming
a new found unity that transcends race, ethnicity,
religion and language.
In the above context, in recognizing and
appreciating the important role played by
religious leaders and members of inter-religious
forum at village levels, we have distributed 285 rice
packs on 17th, 18th and 20th of May 2022 among
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NOTICES

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION
FOR THE MONTH OF

JULY
For the Elderly
We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and memory of a people;
may their experience and wisdom help young people to look towards
the future with hope and responsibility.

A SAINT
speaks
St. Maria Goretti
Born: October 16, 1890, Corinaldo, Italy
Died: July 6, 1902, Nettuno, Italy
Patronage:Victims of rape, crime victims, teenage girls,
modern youth.

Feast - 6th of July

St. Maria Goretti - Pray for us!

“

He loves, He hopes, He waits. Our Lord prefers to wait Himself
for the sinner for years rather
than keep us waiting an instant.

JOURNEYING TOGETHER

“

Synodality is an Ecclesial Journey that
has a soul that is
the Holy Spirit.
- Pope Francis -
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ARTICLE
Cleaning and Tree Planing Campaign at Patna Sliding Rock (Burus Gala) in line with
Global World Environment Day
The International World Environment Day is celebrated
every year around the world on June 5.Through
Environment Day efforts are made to make people aware of
the environment. We get all the necessary things for the
survival of human beings from the environment, that is why
it is necessary that we protect the environment and
maintain balance on the earth. In today's era of industrial
civilization, the environment is getting polluted badly, due
to the increasing level of pollution in the environment,
sometimes there is a situation of rain and sometimes
drought, in this situation it is necessary that people should
be made aware about the environment.
Sri Lanka celebrated World Environment Day with series of
events across the country during the environment week
started from 5th June 2022.
Caritas SED Galle as a Charitable Organization organized a
th
Cleaning and Tree Planting Campaign on 6 June 2022 at
Patna Sliding Rock, locally known as the Patna Burus Gala is
one of the newer destinations discovered by local travelers.
The location is situated inside Patna Division in Enesalwatta
estate belonging to Maturata Plantations in Deniyaya. At
this location the river flows over a number of wide rocks
with gentle slopes and at end of the each rock lies a shallow
pool. Due to the gentle water flow over the smooth rock
surface, number of natural water slides are created on the
rock.
This Cleaning and Tree Planting Campaign was organized by
Caritas SED Galle with the guidance of its Director, Fr
Lasantha Fonseka and under the Project named “ A
Stepping Stone to safeguarding Sri Lanka's Natural
Environment” funded by Misereor of Germany. As the
environmental degradation and cry of the earth have led
the Catholic Church to think seriously of our mother earth,
Caritas Member Organizations around the world have been
rallying with strong advocacy programs and projects to
safeguard and sustain the creation of the Lord with renewed
vigour and vitality.
Caritas SED Galle staff headed by its Director,
Fr
Lasantha Fonseka, Fr Jesudasan (Parish Priest of Sacred
Heart Church, Aningkanda) , Fr Anselam
(St Joseph
Church, Deniyaya) , Sr Ranjani (St Clare Convent,
Aningkanda), Mr Dayananda Abeywickrema,
(
Chairman of Provincial Counsel Kotapola), Mr Chumley de
Silva ( former Deputy Chairman) ,Mr Jayantha ( Provincial
Member of Parliament, Kotapola ), Environmental Officers
attached to Divisional Secretary's Office and Provincial
Council, Kotapola, Public Health Inspector (Mr Heshan
Pathirana), Welfare Officer and the Patna Division Field
Officer of Enaselwatte Estate and a team of volunteers
actively participated in this cleaning campaign. To coincide
NEWS LETTER

JULY 2022

with this cleaning campaign, a number of trees were also
planted.
The surrounding area in and around Patna Sliding Rock was
cleared of broken bottles, debris and other waste left by
local and foreign tourists in order to create a clean and tidy
location with an aim to attract foreign tourists to increase
income to the country at a time when Sri Lanka is
undergoing an economic crisis without foreign currency.

Director -Caritas SED Galle
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ARTICLE
Synod 2022

Mount Calvary at Hiniduma
“Happy are we who know the Lord”

pilgrims, help them to bring true conversion and transformation

Mount Calvary is a beautiful place in the history of the church

in their lives through their preaching and leading them to the

in Sri Lanka. Calvary where the 14 station of the cross erected is

calvary. And they are very supportive to the Parish Priest one

not only beautiful in itself but also the nature around too is very

thing need to mention , that is Rev. Fr. Madurangan come from

beautiful and soothing to the mind. This is a National Shrine in

Trincomalee diocese to conduct a prayer service before Jesus in

Galle diocese and in the Island o0f Sri Lanka. People come here

the Blessed Sacrament. I am sure many people experience the

during the season of Lent from all part of Sri Lanka. They come

merciful love of Jesus and were transformed. At the end of his

to reflect the suffering of Jesus, to pray and go home with a

preaching and prayer Jesus was carried to the garden of

……. change of heart and transformation.

Gethsamany, people with a lit candle and received the blessing

In the past two and a half years it did not happen because of the

from merciful , loving Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament at this

Covid 19 Pandemic. It looks now a days people come with a

place.

heavy heart and mind not only because of the virus but because

I like St Mattew at the custom seated at the counter where I

of the situation in the country. But it does not matter to the

collected money for the mass of the faithful departed, thanks

people who come to this Mount Calvary because they are

giving for the blessings received in their family and donation

coming with faith in the Crucified Lord. After the Way of the

for the Holy Shrine. There are many observation , some of them

Cross on Mount Calvary , Eucharist in the church we could see

came and shared their family problems and request for me to

the faces illuminate and bright the people leave this holy place.

pray for them. It is a really an experience for me. The three

What is special is every family together go to the priest in the

sisters of Our Lady of Cenacle work hard providing places for

mission house to receive a blessing. It is really I could see the

residence. Many a time providing food. There are some more

change in the faces of the people and the joy and happiness with

sisters from another community came with Postulants and

which they leave the shrine. Truly the Lord is wonderful

Novices to help them. One sister is very busy working in the

because the people are experiencing its love, mercy and

Rosary Stalle and provide religioug article for pilgrims. With

forgiveness. People never went away beaus before leaving the

all their hard works they never missed their morning and

premises of this holy place they went to the church and prayed

evening prayer and Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.

and left the premises. What is very special is those who cannot

This is the strength for them for the services rendered to the

climb the calvary were seated on the wheel chair or chair right

pilgrims. Rev Sr. Bernadeen who is very busy teaching the

Infront of church and prayed to the Lord until those who went to

illiterate also attends to the priest who comes to this shrine by

the calvary returned.

providing necessities and make them feel comfortable and to

Though the pandemic Covid 19 and omicron came and took

prepare themselves for preaching and for celebration of the

many lives, those who come to this Calvary Shrine is a proof

holy eucharist. The Bishop of Galle Diocese Rit. Rev. Dr.

and their faith and their belief that the merciful Jesus will be

Raymond Wickremasinghe also comes every week end to

their protector and guide . There was a Buddhist lady who came

participate and celebrate the holy Eucharist for the pilgrims.

and said I have been coming for eight years though I am

I feel it is very encouraging ang strengthening for His Lordship

Buddhist I see there is special in this place. So I come

to participate in this holy events. May the Lord bless him with

continually to this place I have received many blessings in my

all the graces and blessings! I also assure him my special prayer

life saying she gave a donation to this holy place. I believe that
The Parise Priest Rev Fr. Wijerathna and the villages together

Sr. Elizabeth Paul SCJM

are making all the possible convinces for the pilgrims to
receive the blessing of the Merciful Jesus. All the priests who
came to this holy place are very considerable towards the
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Church Feasts
s
Sacred Heart Church -Aninkanda
nd

Vesperse - Saturday 2 July 2022
At 5.00pm
rd

Festive Mass - Sunday 3 July 2022
At 10.30am

National Shrine of the Christ the Healer - Weligama
The solemn Vespers
th

Saturday 9 July 2022
at 5.30pm
The Festive Eucharistic Celebration
th

Sunday 10 July 2022
at 8.30am

St.Anne’s Church - Hiniduma
th

Vesperse - Saturday 30 July 2022

At 5.00pm
st

Festive Mass - Sunday 31 July 2022

At 10.30am
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NEWS
APOSTOLIC
LETTER

DESIDERIO DESIDERAVI
APOSTOLIC LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER
TO THE BISHOPS, PRIESTS AND DEACONS,
TO CONSECRATED MEN AND WOMEN
AND TO THE LAY FAITHFUL

ON THE LITURGICAL FORMATION
OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Desiderio desideravi
hoc Pascha manducare vobiscum,
antequam patiar (Lc 22, 15)
1. My dearest brothers and sisters,
with this letter I desire to reach you all – after having written already only to the bishops after the publication
of the Motu Proprio Traditionis custodes – and I write to share with you some reflections on the liturgy, a
dimension fundamental for the life of the Church. The theme is vast and always deserves an attentive
consideration in every one of its aspects. Even so, with this letter I do not intend to treat the question in an
exhaustive way. I simply desire to offer some prompts or cues for reflections that can aid in the
contemplation of the beauty and truth of Christian celebration.
The Liturgy: the "today" of salvation history
2. "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer." (Luke 22: 15) These words of
Jesus, with which the account of the Last Supper opens, are the crevice through which we are given the
surprising possibility of intuiting the depth of the love of the persons of the Most Holy Trinity for us.
3. Peter and John were sent to make preparations to eat that Passover, but in actual fact, all of creation, all of
history — which at last was on the verge of revealing itself as the history of salvation — was a huge
preparation for that Supper. Peter and the others are present at that table, unaware and yet necessary.
Necessary because every gift, to be gift, must have someone disposed to receive it. In this case, the
disproportion between the immensity of the gift and the smallness of the one who receives it is infinite, and
it cannot fail to surprise us. Nonetheless, through the mercy of the Lord, the gift is entrusted to the Apostles
so that it might be carried to every man and woman.
4. No one had earned a place at that Supper. All had been invited. Or better said: all had been drawn there by
the burning desire that Jesus had to eat that Passover with them. He knows that he is the Lamb of that
Passover meal; he knows that he is the Passover. This is the absolute newness, the absolute originality, of
that Supper, the only truly new thing in history, which renders that Supper unique and for this reason "the
Last Supper," unrepeatable. Nonetheless, his infinite desire to re-establish that communion with us that was
and remains his original design, will not be satisfied until every man and woman, from every tribe, tongue,
people and nation (Rev 5:9), shall have eaten his Body and drunk his Blood.
And for this reason that same Supper will be made present in the celebration of the Eucharist until he returns
again.

“

No one had earned a place at that Supper.
All had been invited.
Or better said:
all had been drawn there by the burning desire that Jesus had...
Cont.
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NEWS

DATES TO BE REMEMBERED
Rev. Fr. Dominic Sameera TOR
04th July
Rev. Fr. Michael Rajendram
08th July
Rev. Fr. Asiri De Silva
25th July
Rev. Fr. Viraj Fonseka TOR
27th July

BIRTHDAYS

Rev. Sr. Vineetha SCJM
(Matara Community)
03rd July
Rev. Sr. Iroshini HF
(Barawakumbuka Community)
04th July

Rev. Sr. Anne Muriel AC
(Galle - Fort Community)
13th July
Rev. Sr. Mary Rangika AC
(Galle - Fort Community)
13th July
Rev. Sr. Concepta Coonghe SCJM
(Gonapinuwala Community)
18th July
Rev. Sr. Rose HF
(Barawakumbuka Community)
23rd July
Rev. Sr. Malkanthi Fernando SCJM
(Galle Community)
31st July

FEAST DAYS

FEAST DAYS

Rev. Sr. Christopher Dawson HA
(Deniyaya Community)
25th July

ORDINATION
ANNIVERSARY

Rev. Sr. Anne Marie HA
(Elpitiya Community)
26th July

Rev. Fr. Arun Rex OCD
16th July

Rev. Fr. Bede Nihal de Silva
17th July

Rev. Fr. Marcus Codipilly SSS
23rd July

OUR PRAYERFUL BEST WISHES

DEAR DEPARTED

Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of
His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Oswald Gomis
(1968)
Archbishop Emeritus
17th July

of the Episcopal Ordination of
Church FeastAnniversary
His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas
Savundranayagam
Bishop of the Diocese of Jaffna
30th July

Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of
His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Noel Emmanuel
(2015)
Bishop of the Diocese of Trincomalee
25th July
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PHOTO GALLERY

Feast - St. Anthony’s Church, Ganegama

Bishop Visits Ensalwatta & Selvakanda

Bishop visits Hulandawa Parish

In search of the needy... - Galle and Halpatota
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PHOTO GALLERY

Diocesan Pre - Synodal Meeting
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