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Lead all souls to heaven,
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TOTALLY FOR CHRIST

My dear Rev. Fathers/Sisters and Friends,
Recently I came across a book called 'Holy Moments',
by Mathew Kelly. It was inspiring. I felt it is truly a
treasure and sort of a guide for our journey. It says, “A
Holy Moment is a single moment in which you open
yourself to God. You make yourself available to Him.
You set aside personal preference and self-interest,
and for one moment you do what you prayerfully
believe God is calling you to do” (pg. 23). So Mathew
Kelly says, begin today. One of the beautiful things
about this idea is that you can implement it
immediately. You do not need to study it for years. No
special qualifications are necessary. This alone
demonstrates the power of the Holy moment Principal.
If you can collaborate with God today to create one
Holy Moment, there is no limit to the number of the
Holy Moments you can participate. I leave these
thoughts with you – the choice is yours.
Queen of the Holy Rosary Cathedral, Galle is the Seat
of the Bishop of the Diocese. The Cathedral stands at
the centre and invites all other Sister Churches to be
united with her.
This year too, the Cathedral is
th
preparing for her annual Feast marking the 148 year in
this present Cathedral. The history of the Christian
Community goes back much before the building of the
present Cathedral.
Very Rev. Fr. Damian
Arsekularatne, the Canon of the Cathedral, with the
Women Religious and Laity in the Parish are making all
preparations for a grace filled celebration. May I also
extend a humble invitation to all of you to be united
with us during the Festive Celebrations. We shall also
remember the Christian Community of Tangalle
together with Rev. Fr. Chaminda Fernando, SSS and
Rev. Fr. Marcus Codipilly, SSS, as they celebrate their
Annual Feast – St. Francis of Assisi. As we are a small
Christian Community in the Southern Province, let us
encourage one another by our presence and
participation.
The Diocesan Holy Childhood Rally is another
important event in the Annual Calendar. Our Master
and Lord Jesus Christ invites us to bring Children to
Him. At a time, our children are exposed to all sorts of
vulnerabilities, challenges and threats to their health,
nutrition and education, we get them round in our
Church communities feed them with LOVE and
AFFECTION. These noble initiatives on your part, give a
lot of hope to the parents and the children are
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encouraged to participate in Catechism and Holy
Childhood Association activities. Our PMS diocesan
director is Very Rev. Fr. Bede Silva and he will keep you
updated about the Rally. Please accompany your
children and be with them during this important day.
The children will value this great experience.
The month of November reminds us that we should
remember our dear departed and pray for them. In
union with the universal Church we have begun the
month of remembrance. We cannot forget in death
those that we so dearly loved in life. With the passing of
time, it is so easy to get on with our lives and they can
quietly fade from our memories. There is no more
fruitful way of remembering them than to offer Masses
for them. I wish to invite the faithful to celebrate this
month in a spirit of grateful remembrance of all those
who have made us who we are.
The Annual Retreat of the Priests serving in the
Diocese is fixed for the 14-19 November 2022. It will
be held at the Archdiocesan Retreat House in Tewatte,
Ragama. The preacher is Rev. Fr. Daniel Icalto, Opus
Dei. The Retreat is a unique experience, where we stay
together and pray together as one family. The Lord
blesses all of us more for the spirit of fraternity and
unity in the Presbyterium. The few days we spend
together will also give us a new life and a new journey.
May I humbly request all our dear family and friends to
bless my priests and the diocese during these days of
intense prayer and reflection.
I also wish to thank all our beloved Friends,
Benefactors and Donors, the Holy SEE, (the
Propagation of the Faith, Pontifical Mission Societies,
MISSIO, Church in Need) the different Archdioceses
and dioceses in different parts of the world, who are
accompanying us during these difficult times in the
country. Many hearts came together to comfort us and
encourage us in our missionary journey. Their
generosity reached many families in the Southern
Province. I wish to express our gratitude to all of them
and bless them in the Name of Jesus.
Finally I wish to pray: "Jesus, help me learn to
walk away from needless conflict. I want to be like
you, not crying out or raising my voice, but simply
loving and serving your people."
+ Raymond Wickramasinghe
Bishop of Galle
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APOSTOLIC LETTER

DESIDERIO DESIDERAVI
APOSTOLIC LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER

TO THE BISHOPS, PRIESTS AND DEACONS,
TO CONSECRATED MEN AND WOMEN
AND TO THE LAY FAITHFUL
ON THE LITURGICAL FORMATION
OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Cont..
9. From the very beginning the Church was aware that this was not a question of a representation, however sacred it be, of the
Supper of the Lord. It would have made no sense, and no one would have been able to think of "staging" — especially before
the eyes of Mary, the Mother of the Lord — that highest moment of the life of the Master. From the very beginning the
Church had grasped, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, that that which was visible in Jesus, that which could be seen with the
eyes and touched with the hands, his words and his gestures, the concreteness of the incarnate Word — everything of Him
had passed into the celebration of the sacraments.
The Liturgy: place of encounter with Christ
10. Here lies all the powerful beauty of the liturgy. If the resurrection were for us a concept, an idea, a thought; if the Risen
One were for us the recollection of the recollection of others, however authoritative, as, for example, of the Apostles; if there
were not given also to us the possibility of a true encounter with Him, that would be to declare the newness of the Word made
flesh to have been all used up. Instead, the Incarnation, in addition to being the only always new event that history knows, is
also the very method that the Holy Trinity has chosen to open to us the way of communion. Christian faith is either an
encounter with Him alive, or it does not exist.
11. The Liturgy guarantees for us the possibility of such an encounter. For us a vague memory of the Last Supper would do
no good. We need to be present at that Supper, to be able to hear his voice, to eat his Body and to drink his Blood. We need
Him. In the Eucharist and in all the sacraments we are guaranteed the possibility of encountering the Lord Jesus and of
having the power of his Paschal Mystery reach us. The salvific power of the sacrifice of Jesus, his every word, his every
gesture, glance, and feeling reaches us through the celebration of the sacraments. I am Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman at
the well, the man possessed by demons at Capernaum, the paralytic in the house of Peter, the sinful woman pardoned, the
woman afflicted by haemorrhages, the daughter of Jairus, the blind man of Jericho, Zacchaeus, Lazarus, the thief and Peter
both pardoned. The Lord Jesus who dies no more, who lives forever with the signs of his Passion2 continues to
1 Cf. LEO MAGNUS, Sermo LXXIV: De ascensione Domini II, 1: «quod […] Redemptoris nostri conspicuum fuit, in sacramenta transivit».
2 Præfatio paschalis III, Missale Romanum (2008) p. 367: «Qui immolátus iam non móritur, sed semper vivit occísus».

pardon us, to heal us, to save us with the power of the sacraments. It is the concrete way, by means of his incarnation, that he
loves us. It is the way in which he satisfies his own thirst for us that he had declared from the cross. (John 19: 28)
12. Our first encounter with his paschal deed is the event that marks the life of all believers: our Baptism. This is not a mental
adhesion to his thought or the agreeing to a code of conduct imposed by Him. Rather, it is a being plunged into his passion,
death, resurrection, and ascension, a being plunged into his paschal deed. It is not magic. Magic is the opposite of the logic of
the sacraments because magic pretends to have a power over God, and for this reason it comes from the Tempter. In perfect
continuity with the Incarnation, there is given to us, in virtue of the presence and action of the Spirit, the possibility of dying
and rising in Christ.

‘’
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The salvific power of the sacrifice of Jesus,
his every word, his every gesture, glance, and feeling
reaches us through
the celebration of the sacraments.
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NOTICES

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION
FOR THE MONTH OF

October

November

A Church Open to Everyone

Children Who Suffer

We pray for children who are suffering,
We pray for the Church; ever faithful to,
especially those who are homeless,
and courageous in preaching
orphans, and victims of war; may they be guaranteed access
the Gospel, may the Church be a community
to education and the opportunity
of solidarity, fraternity
to experience family affection.
and welcome, always living in an atmosphere of synodality.

A SAINT
speaks
St. Teresa of Ávila
Born: 28 March 1515 - Avila, Spain
Died: 4 October 1582 Alba de Tormes, Spain
Patronage: Spain sick people, people in religious orders,

people ridiculed for their piety, lacemakers, Požega, Croatia,
Talisay City, Cebu, Philippines

Feast - 15th OCTOBER
St.Teresa of Avila - Pray for us!

“

“Thank God for the things that I do not own.

JOURNEYING TOGETHER

“All the baptized are called to take part
in the Church's life and mission.”
- Pope Francis -
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NOTICE

The Diocesan Holy Childhood Rally

Date:- 29 October 2022
Venue:- Galle

Annual Retreat 2022
Date: 14-19 November 2022
Venue: Retreat Center - Ragama

Priests' hearts pierced by the love of God

Ordination to the Diaconate

Bro. Nimesh Sameer Perera
Bro. Pandiyaraja Selvaraj
DATE: 24th of November 2022 at 10.00 am
VENUE: St. Francis Xavier's Minor Seminary - Kalegana

“Deacons share in Christ's mission and grace in a special way”
"Sacramental grace gives deacons the necessary strength to serve the people of God in the 'diakonia' of the liturgy,
of the word and of charity, in communion with the bishop and his presbyterate."
(cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1588).
NEWS LETTER
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2022
CARITASSynod
SEA GALLE

Monitoring Visit of Mrs Patricia Henning to Caritas SED Galle
on 4th & 5th August 2022
Mrs. Patria Henning from Germany along with Miss
Sujeewa (M & E Officer) and Mr Jerome Morritt from
the National Centre, Caritas Sri Lanka SEDEC made a
monitoring visit to Caritas SED Galle on 4th & 5th
August 2022. A meeting was convened on 4th Aug
2022 under is Director Rev Fr Lasantha Fonseka to
discuss about peace related activities being
implemented in the Diocese of Galle. There are three
peace related Projects being implemented in the DC
namely Promoting a Common Vision for Tolerance and
H a r m o ny
a m o n g Re l i g i o n s i n S r i L a n ka
(Religious Amity), a Modern, dynamic and Youthcentered Approach to Peace Processes & Conflict
Mitigation and Agiamondo Peace Project.
A number of issues were discussed. As to the kind of
conflicts being observed in the Diocese it was
mentioned that lack of understanding of the value of
other religions, suspicion and mistrust existing among
religions especially caused by wrong propaganda by
social media and extremist religious groups. These
erode the religious harmony and coexistence among
the common people. People of Sri Lanka now undergo
immense difficulties due to present economic crisis
such as shortage and price increases in essential items
together with religious tension and political instability.
Prior to this situation, people were subjected to
COVID-19 virus which resulted in travel restrictions,
losing of jobs and losing of sources of their income etc.

The other similar organizations involved in peace
related activities in the Diocese have been identified as
National Peace Council, Sarvodaya, Transparency
International, Saviya Foundation, Prabath Media
Network, Voice of our Talents etc. In this discussion,
Caritas SED Galle staff requested further capacity
building trainings such as Project designing and
planning, financial management, conflict mitigation,
non-violent communications, human rights , rule of
law and media literacy etc.
A further meeting was held at Vivekaramaya Buddhist
Temple at Ambalanwatte in Galle on 5th Aug 2022 with
the participation of inter-religious leaders,
Inter-religious forum members, Daham School
teachers, media persons, pre-school teachers,
Governmental officials, Advisory committee members.
The topics discussed were 30 year war, Sinhala/Muslim
and Sinhala/Tamil conflicts, how peace and
reconciliation existed in the past etc. A detailed
discussion pursued on the religious harmony and
peace in the present context, how changes made in
people due to intervention of peace related activities
in the Diocese, what to do to further improve present
religious harmony and co-existence etc. All
participants of this programme took an active interest
in the open discussion and expressed their views. This
proved to be a very successful event.

Musical Entertainment for Elders at the Van Reeth Memorial Home for Elders, Galle
This Van Reeth Memorial Home for Elders has been
started in the year 1923 during the time when
Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Van Reeth was the 1st Bishop of
Diocese of Galle.
Caritas SED Galle staff headed by its Director,
Fr. Lasanth Fonseka visited the Van Reeth Memorial
Home for Elders today (3rd August 2022) and
conducted a musical entertainment programme for
the elders. Three extremely dedicated Rev Sisters
look after around 60 elderly women and men living in
this elderly home. The home is kept clean and the
elders are well looked after and cared for with so much
love.

instruments and sang songs to entertain the elders.
The elders despite their old age, danced and took part
in singing too. After the musical programme,
Caritas SED Galle provided them refreshments and
donated few gifts. This programme was conducted
under the project “Promoting a common vision for
tolerance and harmony among religions in Sri Lanka
–Religious Amity” with the participation of Caritas SED
Galle staff, youths and few Inter-religious Forum
members.
Director - Caritas SED Galle

We conducted this musical entertainment programme
with the objective of relieving their stress, anxiety and
tension, improve their moods and mental health and
overall well-being. Our staff members played
NEWS LETTER
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NOTICES

Annual Feast of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Holy Rosary - Galle
Vespers - Saturday, 8th of October 2022
at 4.30 pm
Festive mass - Sunday, 9th October 2022
at 8.00 am

Annual Feast of St. Francis of Assisi Church - Tangalle
Vespers - Saturday, 15th of October 2022
at 4.30 pm
Feast - Sunday, 16th October 2022
at 8.00 am
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NEWS
Session on the Views shared by Laity during the Synodal Consultation

Blessing of the Renovated Catechatical Center
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DATES TO BE REMEMBERED
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Fernando SDB
25th October

Rev. Sr. Princy Gamage DM
(Halpatota Community)
24 October

Rev. Sr. Niluka Fernando SCJM
(Matara, Brown's Hill Community)
th
04 October

October

Rev. Sr. Marie Constance SCJM
(Gonapinuwala Community)
th
27 October

Rev. Sr. Christopher Dawson HA
(Deniyaya Community)
20th October
BIRTHDAYS

Rev Fr. Charles Hewawasam
04th of November

Rev. Sr. Rita Jacintha OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
03rd November

Rev. Fr. Shelton Fernando
13th of November

November

Rev. Sr. Mary of the Annunciation OCD
Carmel Community,
Kalegana
FEAST DAYS
th
09 November

Rev. Fr. Chrishan Hasalaka
17th of November

Rev. Sr. Marie Therese OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
th
19 November

Rev. Fr. Ravindra Senevirathne
27th of November

October

Rev. Sr. Marie Therese OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
st
1 of October

Rev. Sr. Teresa of Jesus OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
15th October

Rev. Sr. Sudeshika HA
(Elpitiya Community)
rd
03 November

Rev. Sr. Marie Gertrude OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
16th November

FEAST DAYS

November

Rev. Sr. Mary Grace of the Presentation OCD
Carmel Community, Kalegana
21st November
Rev. Fr. Moses Perera
th
04 October

October

October
DEAR DEPARTED

November
NEWS LETTER

Rev. Fr. Jude Sampath Wilegoda
04th October
Rev. Damian Arsakularathne
st
21 October

ORDINATION
ANNIVERSARY

November

DEAR DEPARTED

Church Feast

Rev. Fr. Bernard Jayasinghe SJ
19th of November
Rev. Fr. Clyde Jayasuriya
rd
03 October

Rev. Bro. Robert Miranda
07th October

Rev. Fr. Stephen Perera
rd
23 October

Rev. Fr. Cyril Edirisinghe
th
29 October
His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. W. Don Sylvester
09th of November
Fr. Joseph Rajapaksha
08th of November

OCT/NOV 2022

Fr. Jeremias Fernando
14th of November

Msgr. Theobold Alles
15th October
Rev. Fr. Peter Damian
st
31 October
Fr. Pius Kurera
01st of November
Fr. Anecitus Perera
27th of November
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Deniyaya Feast

Bishop meets the Anglican Bishop of Colombo

Renovation of the Cathedral
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Annual Feast - The National Shrine of Our Lady of Matara
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